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Wisconsin Heights Middle School Band Handbook

Welcome to middle school band!  This handbook is designed to inform students and parents of information, opportunities and expectations pertaining to the WHMS Band program.  This handbook is a reference that should be saved and referred to as necessary.

Students and parents are expected to read through the handbook.  Once you are finished, please complete and return the last page of the handbook, along with the Music Boosters Volunteer page, by September 14th.  A polo shirt order form will come separately.  

Students are expected to be responsible for getting materials sent home, into the hands of a parent/guardian, and returning slips and signatures as directed.  This may include informational letters, permission slips, progress reports, grading sheets, etc.
If you have any questions pertaining to this handbook or the WHMS Band program, please feel free to call me at the middle school.  Please note that Ms. Ademino’s schedule is 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. and she travels between schools. I look forward to being a part of your son/daughter’s musical journey this school year!
Gina Ademino




 
5th-8th Grade Instrumental Music



6th Grade General Music



Middle School Jazz Band



767-2586 x3402 (w)



 
gademino@wisheights.k12.wi.us                   
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Dear Wisconsin Heights Music Parents and Students, 

Happy start of the year! My name is Jacob Dickman and I am Mrs. Haas, Ms. Ademino, and Ms. Dahl’s student teacher for the Fall Semester.  I am very excited to complete this final milestone of my education at Wisconsin Heights and help continue the high standards of excellence that Mrs. Haas, Ms. Ademino, and Ms. Dahl have set and achieved with this program. I’m ready to learn and I hope your students are too! 

A little bit of my background; I come from a small town in Illinois called Lanark, which is roughly the size of Black Earth. I am currently finishing up my degree in Music Education at the University of Wisconsin: Platteville and during my time as an undergraduate student at the University, I was able to participate in a myriad of ensembles including the Symphonic Wind Ensemble, Symphony Band, Jazz 1, Pioneer Jazz Orchestra, the Pioneer Saxophone Quartet/Choir, Concert Choir, University Singers, Singing Pioneers, and the Marching Pioneers, where I had the privilege of being drum major for the band for three consecutive years and was able to conduct the Symphony Band and Singing Pioneers for a semester. I was also an active member of the universities local Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia chapter where I served as the fraternity’s music director for two years.  

I look forward to this wonderful opportunity to teach your students and to do some learning of my own in the process. Here’s to a wonderful school year! 

Musically, 

Jacob Dickman 

Instrumental and General Music Education K-12 

Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia: Omicron Iota Alumni 
Marching Pioneers Drum Major 2015-2017
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1.    BAND OBJECTIVES

The goals of the Wisconsin Heights Middle School Band program are to enable students to find enjoyment and fun with music while they:

· develop their newly found talent into an avenue of self-expression

· examine the elements of music: rhythm, melody, harmony, form, tone color, texture, dynamics and style

· acquire music skills through a variety of experiences: playing instruments, listening, reading, movement, creating and evaluating (meeting the state and national music standards)
· develop skills and attitudes which will encourage further growth and enjoyment throughout adult life

· develop a positive concept of self-worth, leadership, discipline and cooperation through musical experiences

2.     BAND REHEARSAL RULES & EXPECTATIONS

· Band members will follow “The Four Agreements”
1. Mutual Respect: show respect to your teacher, others, yourself and your equipment
2. Show appreciations/No put-down’s: be supportive of your classmates
3. Attentive listening: to the person that is speaking
4. Right to pass: if asked to do something that makes you feel uncomfortable, you can “pass” that time, understanding that you may be asked to try again in the future.
      Consequence for not following these agreements in Band:
1.  You will get two warnings per week, 2. The third warning you receive a behavior slip to be signed and returned the next day.  Your parents will be contacted.  3. If you do not return the slip, you will stay in for recess, 
4. After three behavior slips, you will receive an office referral and parents contacted.
· Gum, candy, food and drinks, cell phones are not allowed in the band room.
· Band rehearsal is 11:56-12:43.  All bands meet in the middle/high school band room. 6th grade band meets on Tuesday/Thursday and 7th/8th grade band meets Monday/Wednesday/Friday.  Instruments are stored in the band ensemble room (instrument storage & WW/Brass lessons given here). Students can take instruments home at any time.  Many students find that taking instruments home over the weekend works well.  

· Everyone is expected to be in their seats with music, instrument, pencil, and has read the board for the day’s agenda, two minutes after the bell.  Not having these supplies for class will reflect in their class participation grade.  Students will have three minutes at the end of class to pack up/clean instruments.  Students will need their assignment notebook/planner to use as a restroom/hall pass. After three tardies, parents will be contacted.  The fourth tardy to class results in an office referral.
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Each band student will find success and enjoyment if they follow the expectations listed in the band rubric.  Students will evaluate themselves at the end of each quarter using this rubric.
Name___________________________________________ 


Quarter 1    2    3    4  

_____/20 pts.

Band Rehearsal Rubric

Circle the squares that best describe you. 

	
	Advanced
	Proficient
	Basic 
	Minimal

	Punctuality 

and Materials
	Always arrives early and begins individual warm up; always has assigned materials, instrument, supplies & pencil
	Arrives on time with minimal warm up; usually has assigned materials, instrument, supplies & pencil
	Arrives a little late with no time for warm up; often does not bring assigned materials, instrument, supplies & pencil
	Arrives five minutes or more late; frequently does not have necessary materials, instrument & pencil

	Participation
	Always participates in class activities; always contributes for the good of the ensemble; frequently helps others perform better through compliments & assistance
	Usually participates in class activities; usually contributes for the good of the ensemble; sometimes  helps others perform better through compliments & assistance
	Often chooses not to participate in class; often doesn’t show best effort; sometimes degrades others

(put-down’s)
	Frequently does not participate in class activities; frequently lacks effort; often degrades others and doesn’t care about performance quality

	Response to Director
	Always listens to and responds to director; always is ready to perform; always stops playing instrument when directing stops
	Usually listens to and responds to director; usually  ready to perform; usually stops playing instrument when directing stops
	Generally listens to and responds to director; puts instrument up and down on signal most of the time; sometimes disruptive in class; sometimes late getting to seat with materials
	Frequently talks or disrupts class; frequently does not put instrument up & down on signal; continues to play when directing stops; frequently late getting to seat with materials

	Posture and Position

(woodwinds & brass)

Percussion has a separate box to circle.
	Always sits tall in chair away from the back of the chair with feet flat on the floor; always uses good instrument position
	Usually sits tall in chair away from the back of the chair with feet flat on the floor; usually uses good instrument position
	Often leans back, crosses legs or slouches when playing; often holds instrument improperly
	Frequently leans back, crosses legs or slouches when playing; frequently holds instrument improperly; does not always correct when reminded

	Music Preparation
	Always comes to class having worked on most of the pieces and worked out difficult rhythms & fingerings
	Usually comes to class having worked out at least 1-2 of the pieces with hard rhythms & fingerings
	Generally will play just some of the easy pieces but not worked out any of the hard sections
	Frequently does not play any of the pieces at home and thus is not prepared to contribute to the success of the rehearsal


A= mostly “Advanced” B= mostly “Proficient” C= mostly “Basic” D= mostly “Minimal”
3
3.     GENERAL INFORMATION

· The band room is open to music students (except when class is in session) for individual practice (band instruments), study and extra help.  

· Students will be assigned a band locker for storage of their instrument and band folder only (percussionists can keep their bag & folder in one).  

· Band Uniform-6th -8th Grade: consists of the WHMS Music Dept. polo, black pants/bottom, black socks and black shoes (unless told otherwise).  We should see no skin from the waist down.  Shoes should cover the foot (no flip flops). If you cannot purchase part/all of the uniform, please contact your director prior to the first performance/concert so arrangements can be made.   We have some extras on hand for those needed.  Polo orders are due Sept. 15th.
4.     LESSONS    
· Once a week students will come to an individual or small group lesson to receive one-on-one instruction on their instrument.  Students will either come out of a class, targeted support, recess, or after school.  Ms. Ademino/Mr. Norris will communicate with the student and their teachers to determine what lesson time would work best for their schedule.  The lesson schedule will change quarterly, unless there is a need to change a student’s time.  

· Students have a regularly scheduled lesson each week of the quarter.  For those students coming from an academic class, we understand that from time to time there are activities associated with that class that they should not miss and cannot make up (ex: quiz, test, lab, presentation).  For that reason, students need to attend a minimum of six lessons per quarter.  Some band lessons will be missed due to no school, vacations, student absences, and are considered one of the three lessons not counted in the student’s required lessons.  Students will keep track of their attendance/progress on a grading sheet each quarter.
5.     PRACTICE

      Practice is an essential tool necessary for any student who wants to improve musically, and to contribute to the success of the band.  Each student should strive to practice regularly.  As a beginner, students are asked to practice a minimum of 10 minutes per day.  Because we meet more often at the middle school level, some students will practice less at home.  Students are given assignments at each lesson to practice for improvement. We count on everyone attending rehearsals and already have worked out their “hard parts” so we can work on creating great music.  
     All students will be asked to turn in two completed practice goal sheets per quarter.  Each sheet should be signed by a parent/guardian.  They will receive points for turning it in completed. Finally, practice for results, not minutes (quality, not quantity).  Don’t practice just until you get it right.  Keep practicing until you can’t get it wrong.  
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6.     GRADING

     We feel that parents invest a lot of money into renting, leasing, purchasing, and maintaining their child’s instrument.  Also, students can, and do spend a lot of time practicing and performing their instrument.  Consequently, we feel that the teacher needs to clearly report the efforts and progress of the students. All students, regardless of their playing ability, have an equal opportunity to earn a grade of an “A”, if they follow the band policies, contribute to the group, and make an effort to improve themselves as musicians.

     Each quarter, band members will receive a grading sheet that helps to keep track of their grade throughout the quarter.  Goal setting, lesson attendance, practice goal sheets, play tests (on concert pieces, scales, book assignments), instrument inspection/cleaning, written work, rehearsal rubric based on class participation, and the performance attendance/evaluation all make up a student’s quarter grade in band.  Students will need to get these grading sheets signed by a parent/guardian at the end of the quarter.   This is the same information that will be posted on Skyward to check your child’s progress in band (should you not see this come home in their band folder).  
7.     BAND FEES

· Instrument Rental    Students who use a school instrument will be charged an annual fee of $100.00 for maintenance of the instrument.  Damage caused by negligence or vandalism will be charged in full.  Students are responsible for cleaning their instrument at mid-term and before the end of the school year.  Percussion students will be charged a $25.00 fee for the use and maintenance of the auxiliary instruments and mallets used in their section.  All fees are collected at registration and rental/fee forms will be sent home with students following their first lesson.  If this fee will cause a hardship for your family, please contact the office for a fee waiver form.
· Instrument Repair  Students are responsible for the cost of any repairs to their instruments.  You can have your instrument sent into Ward-Brodt Music on Wednesday’s when they call on our school.  They request payment up front once you’ve been notified with the estimate (if requested), they will then complete the work and deliver it back to school.

· Band/Color Guard Shirts   All band/color guard members are asked to purchase a polo shirt to be worn at all performances. Polo shirts orders are being taken this week in class.  They cost $16.00 and checks can be make payable to WHMS.  The jazz band wears different shirts and orders will be taken at the first rehearsal.  Last year they were under $10.
· Lesson Book  Lesson books will be ordered during the school year ($7.00-15.00).  Parents are welcome to purchase books at a local music store.  6th Grade Band continues in book 1 and 7th/8th Grade Band uses book 2 in the Standard of Excellence series.
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8.    PARENT INVOLVEMENT

· Music Boosters

We meet the first Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the Ensemble Room (see attached flyer at end of handbook for more information & volunteer opportunities).    
· Chaperones


Parents can volunteer to chaperone/supervise at a concert or for a field trip.
9.    TRIPS


The middle school band and choir students travel every other year.  We will do a 

            “day trip” to take in a Broadway show or another musical venue.  Our annual trip 

is to see the UW Varsity Band Concert in April.  
· These trips are voluntary, and a student’s status with the band or their grade will not be affected by whether or not they participate.

· No school funds are used to finance the trip, each student is responsible for funding his or her trip.  Fundraising events will be organized by the directors.
· Parents are asked not to use the trip as an incentive for grades or behavior.
· Required field trips for 7th/8th Grade Band members include Solo & Ensemble Festival and Large Group Band Festival.
10.   SUPPLIES (recommended)
· Woodwind Players: cork grease, a good cleaning swab (plus a neck swab for 

saxophone), reed guard, box of reeds, polish cloth, toothbrush or mouthpiece brush for clarinet/saxophone, music stand, music lyre, metronome.
Reed players are recommended to purchase a box of reeds for the year or individually through Ms. Ademino.    
· Brass Players:  valve oil (rotary oil for French horn), slide grease, mouthpiece brush, snake, valve brush, polish cloth, music stand, straight mute, music lyre, metronome.
· Percussionists:  stick bag, 1 pair concert snare drum sticks (Vic Firth General), keyboard mallets, music stand, metronome (highly recommended, but not required: pair of keyboard mallets and timpani mallets, drum key).
Parents can order supplies C.O.D. from Ward-Brodt through the director.  

**Please let us know if purchasing these supplies will cause a hardship for your family.  Then we can make arrangements to get the supplies.
Personally-owned instruments- A major part of producing the best quality sound possible is through the use of a high quality instrument.  Students are strongly urged to own the finest quality instrument affordable.  Please contact your band director before purchasing an instrument. Another option to consider is a step-up mouthpiece & higher quality reeds.   Good quality instruments are not just for those students who plan a career in music. 
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11.  OTHER MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES

· Middle School Jazz Band: We will set up a day this week based on when the majority can meet.  Last year we met on Thursday’s until 4:15 p.m.  All instruments are welcome! Sign up to join this fun group in class this week.
· Private lessons

· Wisconsin Heights Middle School Summer Band 
· Perform in community-Heights’ Craft Fair in November, Heartland Country Village in December, 7th/8th Grade Pep Band Pizza Party Night in December
· Summer music camps

· Honors Bands- to participate, members are selected by their director
· Solo & Ensemble-all 7th/8th Grade Band members participate
· Large Group Band Festival-all 7th/8th Grade Band members participate  

· WYSO-Wisconsin Youth Symphony Orchestra is based in Madison  
· Iron Horse Community Band-8th grade members that are interested

12.  RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE PARENT

       Parents are the single most important people in their child’s life.  It is for that reason       

       the parent’s role in the music learning process is as follows:

· Encourage your child 100%!

· Display an interest in your child’s development by listening to their favorite piece and asking to hear what they are practicing. Just a note on practice: if they are practicing correctly, you may not be able to recognize the piece. They are often asked to target their “hard spots” in class and to go home and practice “chunks” of their music, measure by measure, then put it together.  These chunks should be slowed down, then gradually sped up to tempo. It also involves practicing specific “switches” between notes (intervals).  They shouldn’t just practice it “top to bottom” and move on to the next piece/song until the hard parts have been worked out.  There will be mistakes.  Practice involves firing particular circuits in our brains.  The more we fire these circuits, the better we’ll be at that technique or skill we’re practicing.  
· Attend your child’s concerts (and try to get your child out to hear some live music ().
· Be responsible for your child’s attendance at lessons, rehearsals, and concerts.
· Provide a working instrument and the necessary supplies.
· Contact the music teacher with all questions and concerns (contact information can be found at beginning of handbook).  Ms. Ademino will send out her Parent/Teacher Conference schedule prior to conferences.  Dates this year are:
October 25 (Fall) and February 28th and March 1st (Spring).  
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13.  PERFORMANCES

     Performance is the culmination of hours of group and individual preparation—a demonstration of what has been learned.  As such, the performance is an important part of the grade for this class.  Band members are expected to participate in concerts, parades, plus our Solo & Ensemble and Large Group Band Festivals (7th/8th Grade Band).  The band contract explains expectations regarding student absences. A calendar is included to help you plan for our performances.  (*optional events)
WHMS Music Calendar of Events   

September 9: Wild West Days Parade @ 12:00 p.m. (meet at 11:30 a.m.) Gr. 6-8 Marching Band & Color 
          Guard members

September 19: Fall Fundraiser Kick-off (during the school day) ~this fund raiser is optional*  
October 3: Fundraising Order Form Due-(No money due)
November 1: Fall Fund raiser products pick-up & delivery (if you sold items)
November 8: Fall Fundraiser money due (if you sold items)
November 9: Veterans Day Assembly (during school day), 7th/8th Gr. Band members

November 10: WH Craft Fair-Music Boosters bake sale, concession stand & select musicians perform*

November 10: WYBDA Youth Honors Band (select 7th/8th grade members)

November 13: Middle School Band/Choir Concert @ 7:00 p.m. in the North Gym (warm-up at 6:20 p.m.)

December TBA: Heartland Country Village performance, after school 
                           (select Gr. 6-8 band/choir members)*  

December TBA: Pep Band Night & Pizza party, 7th/8th grade band with HS Pep Band*

December TBA: Elementary Schools Tour

February 11: Mock Solo/Ensemble, 6:30-9:00 p.m., here at WHMS (7th/8th Band members)
February 23: District Solo/Ensemble, all day at Belleville (7th/8th Band members)
March 5: Music in Our Schools Month Concert @ 7:00 p.m., North Gym, Gr. 6-12 Band/Choir 

                 (warm-up 6:20 p.m.)
April 3: Large Group Band Festival at New Glarus (during school day, times TBA, 7th/8th Band)

April 6: An Evening of Jazz @ 5:30-8:00 p.m. in the cafeteria, MS Jazz Band (Music Boosters fundraiser)

April 12: UW Varsity Band Concert @ 6:15 p.m. (MS band members)*

April 27: State Solo/Ensemble at UW-Platteville, all day 
            (7th/8th grade band members that received a starred-first *1 at District S/E advance)
May 21: Middle School Concert @ 7:00 p.m. in the North Gym, Gr. 5-8 Bands, Gr. 6-8 Choir, MS Jazz 
              Band (warm-up 6:20 p.m.) 
July 29-August 15: (tentative dates) Summer Band Program for Grades 6-8 band members
TBA: High School Marching Band Camp for freshmen
Music Boosters Meeting Dates (WH Music Parents Association) 

We meet at 6:30 p.m. on the 1st Monday of the month in the Band Ensemble room-next to band room
Meeting agendas and minutes will be sent via e-mail.  If you have a student in the music program, you are invited to join us!  See last page for other ways to get involved if you can’t make it to our monthly meetings…

October 1, 2018


January 7, February 4, March 4, April 1, May 6, & June 3 
November 5, 2018 


of 2019
December, 2018 NO MEETING






 



8
Band Handbook Contract

Due to the nature of our band curriculum, performances are very important.  A concert or marching performance is the culmination of the material and goals we have been working on in class for the past nine weeks.  They are like “tests” that students take in other classes.

Like other tests, these performances are required, and absences will only be excused to due illness, family emergency or an activity discussed previously with the director.  If a student misses a required performance due to unforeseen circumstances, they will have a make-up assignment that correlates with the goals worked on that quarter.  This activity will be due one week after the return of the student.

A student’s grade may be lowered for an unexcused absence from a performance.  
An unexcused absence is when the director does not receive a written note or phone call from a parent at least one week prior to the performance.  If you are ill the day of a concert, you are not allowed to be in the concert.  Please contact us as soon as possible if your child will be missing a performance.  

Performing in an ensemble is a “team effort” where success is found when everyone does his/her part.  Try to plan ahead and be aware of upcoming events for band so you don’t miss them.

Thank you,

Ms. Ademino 

Please sign the bottom of this form and complete page 10, before returning to Ms. Ademino by September 14th. 

************************************************************************
I have read the information in this Band Handbook 2018-2019.  I have recorded our performance dates, thus ensuring my fellow band members, teacher, school and community that I will participate to the best of my ability and contribute to the success and musical growth of our band.  Please list any conflicts that you know of with our calendar of events on page 8.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

______________________________________
__________


Band Member Signature



Date


______________________________________
__________


Parent/Guardian Signature



Date

            ______________________________ 

            (Parent/Guardian email address)           9
Wisconsin Heights Music Association

The Wisconsin Heights Music Association (Music Boosters) is an organization dedicated to enriching musical experiences for students involved in vocal and instrumental music. We strive to build and maintain an organization of parents/guardians which will help promote the general activities of the Music Department.

The music boosters provide a senior scholarship and summer music camp scholarships on an annual basis.  They provide financial support to the Wisconsin Heights Music Department through the purchase of equipment and supplies that exceed the school budget.  They also cover transportation for the music ensembles to travel to festivals.

The Wisconsin Heights Music Boosters is always looking for people to help out at many of our events and fundraisers listed below.  The WHMA meets the first Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m. in the middle/high school ensemble room (adjacent to the band room). Our first meeting is scheduled for October 1st.  We hope to see you there!

 If you would be interested in taking part in this service organization, complete this page and return it to Ms. Ademino by September14th.

Volunteer Opportunities

Parent/guardian name ___________________________________Student name_____________________ 

Best way to reach you: _____________________________________(phone # or e-mail)

Please check the areas you would be interested in volunteering this school year:

Leadership Roles:

____ President co-chair: Preside over meetings, communicate with music teachers, chair the Jazz Dinner/Silent Auction fund raiser, represent the group at School Board meetings, if they so choose.

filled Treasurer: The treasurer will keep an accurate record of all receipts and disbursements, as well as a complete record of all funds. The treasurer will sign all checks.

____  Secretary:  The secretary will keep records and minutes of all meetings and attend to all the correspondence.  Help with “thank you” cards after events.

____ Craft Fair Food Line Chair: Organize event-plan menu, set prices, order food, reserve kitchen, create volunteers schedule

____ Craft Fair Bake Sale Chair: Organize shifts for workers, set-up sale, price items, order cash box through treasurer.

____ Concert reception chair: organize set-up/serve/clean-up for MS/HS concerts (holiday & end of year concerts)
Volunteers are also needed for:

____ Fall fundraiser (distribution of products when they arrive)

____ Craft Fair Bake Sale/Food Line     

____ Concert chaperone (supervise a warm-up area or sit by class during the concert)

____ Jazz Night worker 

____ Jazz Night Silent Auction: ask for donations

____Video tape a performance

____ Publicity: Take pictures at music events for the NSA. 
____ Recycling fundraiser: Box up the ink cartridges/cell phones & get to UPS (once per quarter).
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